
     CPT Christopher Cordova, PA for the 3rd Squadron, 61st 

Cavalry from Fort Carson, Colorado, received a Silver Star for 

his actions at a Combat Outpost (COP) Keating in Afghanistan. 

The award  ceremony was conducted on 8 April 2010.   

     CPT Cordova was present at COP Keating early October 

2009 when the planned closure was to take place. This was a 

well known event by the enemy who staged an attack on 3 & 4 

October and overran OP Fritzche and parts of COP Keating.  

     There were an immediate amount of KIAs and wounded and 

the Aid Station  was destroyed. MEDEVAC was not  possible 

for approximately 12 hours forcing CPT Cordova and his   

medics to care for multiple critically wounded individuals while 

simultaneously providing defensive fire to prevent COP Keating 

to be completely overrun.   

     CPT Cordova is credited with saving the lives of 12 

wounded Soldiers and even transfused blood from other      

Soldiers during this action in order to maintain several         

individuals that otherwise would not have survived that        

extreme amount of time. 

  

     For the sixth time in 29 years an Army Ranger has 

been selected as the US Army Surgeon Generalõs        

Physician Assistant Recognition Award Winner.  CPT  

Andrew D. Fisher is assigned to 1st Battalion, 75th 

Ranger Regiment, Hunter Army Airfield, Georgia.  He 

was selected for his bravery in combat and his life saving 

skills.  Read further on page 2. 
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òCPT Fisher 

moved forward 

to assist with 

clearing the 

objective. ò 

All The Way!  

Ranger Receives Award (cont) 
Below is the nomination information provided to the SP Corps by the 75th Ranger 

Regiment.  

     CPT Fisher distinguished himself  throughout the inclusive dates as a Ranger    

Physician Assistant who saved numerous lives on the battlefield in Afghanistan and 

Iraq, during two separate combat deployments.  His lifesaving interventions and          

leadership provided during multiple intense firefights are shining examples of what a 

Physician Assistant brings to the fight.  He not only acted heroically in combat, his 

daily performance as a health care provider, leader, and mentor to his medics directly 

translates into his battalion having more combat power now and for the foreseeable 

future. 

     On September 30, 2009, while deployed in support of OEF, CPT Fisher was     

attached to a Ranger platoon during a raid.  During their infiltration the platoon     

received effect machine gun fire while sustaining one critically injured Ranger.  CPT 

Fisher provided lifesaving care and prepared the casualty for evacuation.   As the   

assault force moved toward the objective, a firefight ensued.  The  platoon medics 

weapon malfunctioned and CPT Fisher moved forward to assist with clearing the   

objective.  During exfiltration,  a Ranger stepped on a pressure plate IED and was 

killed instantly.  However, 6 Rangers were wounded , four critically.  Without regard 

for his own safety, CPT Fisher moved to the site and assisted with retrieval of the 

wounded.  He established a casualty collection point, triaged the wounded, and     

performed numerous lifesaving medical interventions.  He coordinated movement to 

the CSH via tactical aircraft.  

     On 29 October, CPT Fisher responded to a downed Marine assault helicopter.  

He established a CCP and  provided lifesaving measures.  His actions saved the lives 

of 2 crew members.  CPT Fisher lives the words of the Ranger Creed and exhibits the 

Army Values.  His dedication to Rangers and his medics is unsurpassed.   

 

Courtesy 75th Ranger Regiment  
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The Surgeon General, has selected LTC John E. Balser to serve as the 6th 

Chief of the Physician Assistant Section/Assistant Corps Chief of the Army 

Medical Specialist Corps, as well as the Physician Assistant Consultant to the 

Surgeon General. 

      LTC Balser is the commander of the 240th Forward Surgical Team (FST) 

(ABN) Fort Bragg, NC, and currently deployed in support of Operation     

Enduring Freedom.  He succeeds COL Michael A. Robertson, currently the 

commander of the 31st Combat Support Hospital, and also deployed in     

support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  LTC Balser will assume his new re-

sponsibilities no later than 20 July 2010. 

LTC Balser has provided a message for distribution to Army PAs.   

I am humbled to be chosen the new consultant and Deputy Corps Chief.  As a 

group, we have the most diverse background of various experiences that we 

can bring to bear in support of the Warfighters.  We are known as dependable 

and willing to do the tough jobs.  As a group, we work behind the scenes and 

need to continue the outstanding job we do day in and day out providing the 

best care we can to the Soldiers we support.   

LTC Tanya F. Moore has been named the newest Reserve Component PA Chief.                                  

Below is a brief  biography.  

LTC Tanya Moore was born in Greensboro, North Carolina.   Her father was an Army Officer, thus she moved all 

over the United States.  She graduated from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro with a BS in Community 

Health Education and received her Physician Assistant training at Wake Forest University.  She was originally         

commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Signal Corps in 1982.  She served as a platoon leader, company executive 

officer in Heidelberg Germany and Schwabish Gmund Germany, Company Commander, Assistant S-3 at Fort Bragg, 

NC, Training with Industry Hughes Aircraft Company, Fullerton California,  and Project Officer at Fort Gordon,   

Georgia.  LTC Moore left active duty and joined the reserves in 1997.   She then served as Executive Officer to the J-5 

at US Space Command.  She resigned her commission as a Signal Officer in 2000 and was reappointed as a First     

Lieutenant in the Army Medical Specialist Corps.  Her assignments include IMA to Evans Army Community Hospital, 

mobilization as Chief of Military Medicine at DeWitt Army Community Hospital, Fort Belvoir Virginia, and Team 

Leader with the 7225th Medical Support Unit in Greenville, South Carolina.   Lieutenant Colonel Moore holds a   

Bachelor of Science Degree in Community Health Education, Physician Assistant certification from Wake Forest     

University, and a Masters of Medical Science in Hospital Medicine and Critical Care from Alderson Broaddus College.  

LTC Mooreõs awards and decorations include the Bronze Star, the Army Commendation Medal (6th Award), Army 

Achievement Medal (4 Oak Leaf Clusters), National Defense Service Medal with Bronze Star, South West Asia Service 

Medal with three Bronze Service Stars,  Kuwait Liberation Medal (Kuwait), Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia), 

Global War on Terrorism Service Ribbon, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with M Device (2nd Award), Overseas Service 

Ribbon, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with Ten Year device and the Parachutist Badge.  She currently resides in 

Greensboro, North Carolina with her husband and her three daughters.        

 

New Reserve Component PA Chief 

ò I 

represent 

all of you 

and in 

order to 

go 

forward, I 

will need 

your 

inputó 

LTC Balser 

LTC Balser (black shirt) directing his 

FST staff during a trauma event 
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COL Piper Bids Farewell 
COL Frank Piper, Reserve Component PA is retiring after 28 years of service.  The 

SAPA staff wishes him  happiness and prosperity in life and all future endeavors.     

Below is a farewell message from the chief.   

 

Having served in this capacity for the past 2 1/2 years, I have enjoyed every           

minute.  While officially retired, I hope to keep in touch and maintain the friendships   

I have been honored to have over the past 28 years of my Army Reserve career. 

 

Frank Piper, MS, MPAS, PA-C 

COL (R) USAR 

 

COL Piper has provided a duty description for the Reserve Component PA         

Consultant, which is presented below.  

 

His duties and now those of LTC Moore include being a Drilling Individual             

Mobilization Augmentee (DIMA) to the PA Corps providing leadership / mentorship 

to RC Physician Assistants , and is a liaison between the Army Reserve PAs and the 

AC Physician Assistant Consultant to the OTSG.  He/she serves as the senior PA RC 

representative to the PA Section Chief on all issues related to RC PA  manage-

ment  The DIMA serves as liaison between RC PAs and RC Corps Chief on all things 

affecting 65Ds.  Other important duties include establishing and maintaining formal  

and informal communications with the RC PA community and the PA Section Chief, 

participating in the development and implementation with the SP Strategic  Plan and 

Balanced Scorecard as appropriate, and in conjunction with SP XO and IMA to the 

Chief of the SP Corps maintain a database of mobilized/deployed SP PAs in support of 

GWOT, OIF, OEF.  He/she also coordinates issues of RC force structure with AC 

Chief PA and RC rep at APPD. 
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COL Michael A. 

Robertson, PA-C, 

commander of the 

31st Combat Support 

Hospital (CSH), Fort 

Bliss, TX, has recently 

deployed February 

2010  in support of 

Operation Enduring 

Freedom.  

 

 COL Michael A. Robertson   receiving a 

thank you gift from the Commander of an 
ANA Soldier who had a head injury and 
was cared for at the  Kandahar  Regional 

Medical Hospital   

LTC Balser First PA to Command FST in Combat 

COL Robertson First PA to Command CSH in Combat 

LTC Balser is the commander 
of the 240th Forward Surgical 
Team (FST) (ABN) Fort Bragg, 
NC, and currently deployed in 

support of Operation        
Enduring Freedom.  He      

succeeds COL Michael A. 
Robertson,  currently the 
commander of the 31st    

Combat Support  Hospital, 
and also deployed in support 

of Operation  Enduring    
Freedom. 
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COL Robertson and staff visit    

Kandahar Regional Medical Hospital  

LTC Balser (third from left) and his Forward Surgical Team  


